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Breeding shows
The scale of  scores that the judges of  breeding 
horses use is very coarse.  Only whole and half  
points are given, which simply means that there is 
quite a difference in quality between the various 
scores.  There is a big difference in a tölt that scores 
7.5 or a tölt that scores 8.0.  In earlier times, horses 
needed to score 7.50 or higher overall, in order to 
“make it into the stud book”, as it was called.  In 
order to be considered a first prized horse, the score 
needed – and still needs – to be 8.0 or over. 

On the whole, this coarse scale of  scores makes 
the judges’ jobs easier and it makes it easier for the 
spectators to understand the judgements. 

Nines and nine-point-fives 
Everybody agrees that it is necessary for the jury 
to stretch the scale and use all of  it.  High scores 
are used, which is a good thing, provided they are 
deserved.  However, sometimes this is not the case.  
It is very complicated to use the high scores cor-
rectly.  Sometimes the so-called “slope-judges”, the 
spectators who often are professionals with many 
years of  experience, even with an authorisation as 
a judge in one branch or other of  horsemanship, 
have real trouble to see the correlation between 
the individual parts of  the performance and the 
scores that are given.  Horses get sky-high scores, 
even whole points more than anyone suspected.  I 
am particularly considering the scores for tölt and 
pace here.  A pace performance that a slope-judged 
considered neither here nor there,  because of  a 
four-beat rhythm, might score 8.5 or 9.0.  And 
probably the slope-judge did not think this horse 
was interesting at all.

Tölt or pace?
What about all the performances where you are in 
trouble to decide when the pace was presented, and 

when the fast tölt?  Is it perhaps the expression of  
the rider and his seat that define which gait is being 
presented? Tölt and pace are closely related gaits, 
true, but they are definitely not the same gait.  In my 
opinion, the judges of  breeding horses do not make 
strict enough demands about a clear difference 
between them.  Really good pace is not appreciated 
enough if  even mixed gaits get the same scores.  I 
also believe the wideness of  the movements in fast 
tölt, trot and gallop have too much influence com-
pared to the quality of  these gaits in slower tempi.

Does the end justify the means?
What is an appropriate score for a fast tölt with very 
wide movements, if  the slow tölt is stiff, with little 
movement and short steps, even though the beat is 
correct?  The rule is that for a horse to score 9.0 for 
tölt, the slow tölt must have a score of  at least 8.0.   
If  the slow tölt is as bad as was described here, that 
begs the question: is this tölt on the whole better 
than average?    Should it get more than 7.0 – 7.5? 
Is it possible that an 8.0 is given in order to justify 
the 9.0 for the faster tölt?

 
Super horses
When horses reach super scores, well over 8.50 for 
rideability, they must be different somehow.  Many 
people would want to have such a horse serve his 
mares, unless his conformation is really bad.  The 
gaits of  these super horses must be above criticism.  
Regardless whether we are talking about tölt or 
pace, a gait that scores 9.0 or higher must be well 
nigh perfect.    The beat must be correct, the bounce 
and softness must be optimal and the beauty of  the 
movements must be undisputed. Everybody would 
want to go for a riding tour on such a horse.  But 
is it always so?

Trausti Þór Guðmundsson

PROTECT
ICELANDIC ANIMALS
Importing the following foodstuffs  
    is strictly prohibited:

•  Raw meat, including salami and  
  smoked ham

• Raw eggs

• Unpasteurized milk products

DISEASES can be transmitted to animals and man from food of animal origin. 
Please take utmost precautionary measures when importing food to Iceland!

Austurvegur 64

800 Selfoss, Iceland

Tel +354 530 4800

Fax +354 530 4801

mast@mast.is

www.mast.is

Importing the following 
 equipment is strictly prohibited:

Used fi shing equipment such as fi shing 
rods, reels, hooks/lures/fl ies, waders and 
nets, unless it has been disinfected by 
approved methods.

Visitors are asked to 
adopt strict biosecurity 

measures!

PROTECT ICELANDIC FRESHWATER FISH !
Infectious disease agents such as viruses and the parasite, Gyrodactylus salaris, 
have never been detected in freshwater fi sh in Iceland.

Disinfection 
instructions and 
a Veterinary 
 Certifi cate form 
can be accessed 
at www.mast.is

The following products are 
 permitted:

Boiled or processed foodstuffs, provided 
the packaging clearly specifi es heat  
treatment.

Disinfection:

Disinfection must be carried out by a 
veterinarian from the country of embarkation 
and a certifi cate of disinfection presented 
when transporting the equipment to Iceland. 
If a certifi cate cannot be obtained, the fi shing 
equipment must be handed to customs 
offi cers upon entering the country for 
immediate disinfection at owner’s expense.
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